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REPORT.

House or DeLreares, March 3, 1870.
Gentlemen of the House of Delegates : ,
The Special Committee on Retrenchment of County Ex-
enses, appointed the 19th January, “with leave to report by
ill or otherwise, for the purpose of cxamining into county
expenditures, with the view of reducing an making the
game more uniform,” have the honor to submit the following

report :

%ome of the Boards of County Commissioners have not been
as dpromdpt as they might have been in complying with the
order adopted by the House, January 20th, “to communicate
to this House, as soon as practicable, copies of” certain ac-
counts therein specitied. Several of the reports made give
only the aggregate amounts of the different acconnts, instead
of copies of the ccounts in full, as called for. Whether, and
in what cases, this has been inadvertently, or purposely done,
your Committee will not undertake to say—the people of the
diﬁ'e::(rllt counties can best determine when the reports are

rinted.

P From the reports that have been received, the Committee
has had tprepared a tabular statement, herewith submitted as
a part of this report, showing in condensed form the amount
under each head, also the total expenses of every county,
on account of the several items specified ; which it is believed,
willbe & matter of general interest to tax-payers. In this
statement is included & column giving the assessed value of
property in each county, which by comparison with the total
expenses, ascertains the number of cents in every hundred
dollars worth of property that each county has been taxed
on this aceount. pIt will be seen there is a very wide dif-
ference in expenses in the different counties—the compara-
tive amount in Charles connty being six times, and other
counties three, four and five times, as great as it has been in
Carrofl county.

The publication and cirenlation of these accounts will un-
doubtedly eall public attention to, and to some extent. check,
the extravagance and irregu]axitiea that have, in. teo many

- instances, been eommitted in the county expenditures. during
« ‘the past:year. : :

i i 1 Ag & further means of correcting these abuses, the Commit-
- © tee:hag prepared and will: report to the Honse three ,several
- ‘bills; viz :'one proposing :to redude the expenses of jpublieh-
| ipg Local Laws; one to reduce the expenses of pmglislﬁng
“statement of equnty expenditures, jand one to: prevent  the ‘ac-
- counts. against the counties. for officers’ fees exceeding -the

legal allowance. Respectfully submitted, "

- %LF HARDCASTLE,
Chr. of Special Committee,
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